THE CHIEFS 

Have NFL teams 
adjusted to Chiefs 
running back 
Kareem Hunt? 1s 


CHOW TOWN 
Low-sodium 

lo mein can be 
cooked quickly 
at home 1p 


VOLUME 138, No. 52 
STAY CONNECTED KANSASCITY.COM 


FACEBOOK.COM/KANSASCITYSTAR 
TWITTER.COM/KCSTAR 


KEEPING YOU 
CONNECTED 


| WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 8 2017 


Sunny 


$2 °/28° See 6B 


THE KANSAS CITY STAR. 


KANSASCITY.COM 


TAKEOFF! 


£ 


í 
JOHN SLEEZER jsleezer@kcstar.com 


Proponents of the single-terminal Kansas City International Airport gathered Tuesday night at the Royal Room in Briarcliff for a watch 
party. Kansas City Mayor Sly James celebrated with a hug. 


KC voters give overwhelming 
approval to KCI single terminal 


BY BILL TURQUE 
AND STEVE VOCKRODT 


The Kansas City Star 


By an overwhelming margin 
Kansas City voters Tuesday 
approved a $1 billion, single 
terminal at Kansas City In- 
ternational Airport. 

In the days and weeks lead- 
ing up to the vote, prognostica- 
tors cast Tuesday’s special 
election as a close race, but 
predictions went by the way- 
side. Voters who wanted a new 
terminal captured a stunning 
75 percent of the vote. 

That gives Kansas City per- 
mission to demolish KCI’s 
distinctive but outmoded trio 
of horseshoe-shaped terminals 
in favor of a single, privately 
financed $1 billion terminal. 

Passage of the ballot mea- 
sure ends more than six years 


turbulence and disarray at City 
Hall, capped by a rocky selec- 
tion process over the summer 
to finally choose a company to 
build the new terminal. 

Now, a new facility, with 
spacious gate areas, upgraded 
restaurants and other amen- 
ities passengers routinely see 
when they land elsewhere, 
could be open by late 2021. 

“When we get it right, 
there’s nothing we can’t do as 
a city,” Kansas City Mayor Sly 
James told a raucous pro-KCI 
election party gathered at the 


Royal Room in Briarcliff. 

James, with less than two 
years left on his second and 
final term, staked his legacy on 
a $1.7 million airport campaign 
funded by the region’s civic 
and corporate leadership. And 
he basked in the glow of the 
decisive vote, posing for pic- 
tures among the exuberant 
crowd of political and civic 
A-listers at the KCI party. 

Backed by television ads, 
direct mail and an ambitious 
door-knocking “ground game,” 
the effort sought convince 


MORE ELECTION COVERAGE INSIDE 
MISSOURI SENATE, MAYORAL RACES 


Results from the three-way race for a Missouri State 


voters that a new air terminal 
was a must-have as an eco- 
nomic engine and gateway 
befitting the city’s heritage and 
ambitions. 

The campaign also had the 
coordinated support of the 
business and civic community. 
Kansas City Area Development 
Council chief executive Tim 
Cowden and Greater Kansas 
City Chamber of Commerce 
chief executive Joe Reardon 
gave seemingly countless pre- 
sentations to companies and 
civic groups to extol the virtues 
of a new KCI terminal. 

Cowden, in reflecting on the 
KCI victory, invoked the Nor- 
man Rockwell painting “Kan- 
sas City Spirit.” 

“T’ve looked at that picture 
for many many years,” Cow- 
den said. “Tonight I under- 
stand what that picture is all 
about.” 

James pushed back hard 
against voter mistrust of gov- 
ernment and a deep fondness 
the 45-year-old facility still 
considered by many residents 


Soave 
pulls out 
of race 
for U.S. 
House 


BY BRYAN LOWRY 
blowry@kcstar.com 


Gov. Sam Brownback’s former 
commerce secretary has ended 
his congressional campaign days 
after The Kansas City Star pub- 
lished an investigation into state 
contracts during 
his tenure. 

The Star, ina 
story published 
online Thursday 
evening, identi- 
fied at least nine 
associates of 
Antonio Soave 
who landed state 
contracts for 
consulting and marketing serv- 
ices during the 18 months he ran 
the Kansas Department of Com- 
merce. The next day, Brown- 
back, who had repeatedly de- 
nied forcing Soave to resign, 
acknowledged that he had ter- 
minated Soave’s cabinet post in 
June. 

Soave, a Johnson County Re- 
publican, announced Tuesday 
on Facebook that he was ending 
his congressional campaign for 
Kansas’ 2nd District less than 
two months after he began pur- 
suing the seat. 

“After a great deal of prayer 
and contemplation, my wife and 
I have decided that it is best to 
withdraw” from the race, Soave 
said in the post. “... We are most 
thankful to everyone who has 
supported us throughout this 
process. As Christians and be- 
lievers, it is our priority to serve 
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NATION & WORLD 


TEXAS GUNMAN’S 
TROUBLED PAST 


The gunman who killed 
more than two dozen 
people in a small church 
outside San Antonio on 
Sunday had a string of 
troubling episodes in recent 
years. 9A 


Senate seat and the Kansas City, Kansas, Mayor. 4A 
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FESTIVAL OF 
TREES 


yi a | BOUTIQUE BUCKS 

Register to win Boutique 

Bucks to spend with any 
exhibitor at the show, 
given away each hour 
plus one daily grand 
prize winner! A Gift to 

You From: 


Take home a beautiful 

tree or wreath during 

the Festival of Trees 

silent auction benefiting 

Johnson County 
Christmas Bureau. 
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